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wavering mind is like a cloud which changes the direction of its
motion according to the direction of the wind.43 The Amesha
spenta Asha vahishta (Best Righteousness) is similarly appealed
to an adulterer or adulteress44 (as it were, an opponent of Gao,
the good spirit of the earth or the animal creation, the idea being
that such a person comes in the way of the progress of the world.45
The progress of the world in the different spheres of activity,
physical and mental, acts against these evil-doers.46 Eredat Fedri
is the name of a good, pious maiden who is considered as a
prototype of maidenly virtue, and whose guardian spirit is invoked
to withstand the evil machination of Jahi, the personification of
adultery.47

In the Pahlavi Bundahsik48 this Jahi49 is said to be an
accomplice of Ahriman himself Her work is 'to cause that conflict
in the world, the distress and injury from which will become those
of Auhurmazd and the archangles.50 In the Pahlavi Datistan-i-

Denig (71st question)51 adultery is spoken of as one of the heinous
sins. The mother of Zohak is said to be the first woman in the
world who committed this offence. It is described as a sin which
disturbs all lineage, which puts an end to all self-control, and to the
legitimate authority of a husband. It is more heinous than theft or
spoliation.52

The sin of adultery was too heinous to be fully atoned for.
But what little atonement could be made for it was directed to be
done by the following good acts53:

43.     Yasna,ix,32.

44.     Yasht,iii,9.

45.     Vendidad,xxi,l.

46.      Ibxxi,17.

47.      Yasht,xiii, 142.

48.     ch.iii.

49.     Pahlavi Jeh.

50.      Ibv.p.15.

51.      Ib Vol. xviii, ch.lxxii, 5.

52.      Ibch. L\xviii3.

53.      Datistan-i-Denig, Ixxviii, 18-19.

(All arc as quoted by Encyclopaedia of Religion
and Ethics, o.p.cit, p. 133-34).